
 

 

Culture, Tourism & Sport Board 

02 June 2021 

 

 

18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ    www.local.gov.uk    Telephone 020 7664 3000    Email info@local.gov.uk    Chief Executive: Mark Lloyd  

Local Government Association company number 11177145  Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government company number 03675577 

 

Annex A 

Engagement with Parkrun 

 

1. September 2020 -  Parkrun looked to resume its activities following a loosening of 

restrictions during the Summer period. Ian Leete met with the Chief Operating Officer for 

Parkrun, discussed the proposals and provided commentary and advice on the draft 

communications being prepared to send to councils.  

 

2. Directors of Public Health were canvassed and supportive of the health benefits of 

Parkrun, but concerned about the management of start and finish lines where people 

congregate. This was fed back to Parkrun, who emphasised this part of their guidance in 

communications.  

 

3. The proposed restart was communicated to councils in 3 of Mark Lloyd’s bulletins, before 

it was decided to postpone the restart due to a spike in infections.  

 

4. Early March 2021 – Parkrun contacted Ian Leete to discuss the resumption of Junior 

Parkrun. Ian provided commentary and advice on the proposed note being sent to 

councils. Parkrun’s restart blogs were highlighted in two of Mark Lloyd’s bulletins 

alongside the contact details for Parkrun’s Chief Operating Officer for councils to raise 

any concerns.  

 

5. Most applications for Junior Parkrun’s were approved, but Parkrun shared details of the 

refusals with the LGA. The LGA provided insight from local areas about the refusals, 

including significantly higher infections rates than average, unavailability for parking due 

to test centres etc and Parkrun acknowledged these were exceptional situations. They 

also indicated that other landowners such as the National Trust had indicated they would 

not be able to permit Parkruns until a later date.  

 

6. Late March 2021 – The LGA, Public Health England, Sport England, and Association of 

Directors of Public Health convened in advance of the restart of organised sport events 

to discuss how to manage risk. A joint statement was agreed and published, advising 

organisers of the need to engage with councils as early as possible before the event.  

 

7. Early April 2021 – Ian Leete and Rupert Suckling, Director for Public Health at 

Doncaster Council, met with Sport England’s event group to discuss barriers to 

resumption of event and ways to streamline the process.  

 

8. It was agreed that Sport England would work on guidance for Safety Advisory Groups, 

and the LGA provided contact details for the network. ADPH agreed to provide 
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information to Directors of Public Health to support proportionate risk management; and 

the LGA agreed to share best practice with councils. All these actions are in progress.  

 

9. May 2021 – Ian Leete has presented at the Events Industry Forum and supported 

clarification of guidance for issues raised by the Forum members. These clarifications 

have been shared through LGA bulletins. Ellie Greenwood, Senior Adviser for 

Regulation, has met with the Local Authority Events Organisers Group and is 

communicating information for regulatory officers on events.  

 

10. Ian Leete has met with Parkrun’s Chief Operating Officer and supported the redesign of 

communications material being sent to councils. Additional information on the restart has 

also been shared through LGA bulletins, with details for councils to contact the LGA or 

Parkrun directly. 

 

11. 4 June 2021 – A webinar on learning from the Mass Events Pilots is planned. Free 

places have been offered to Sport England’s Return to Play team and the Chair of the 

Events Industry Forum. Parkrun’s Chief Operating Officer will present at the event. 
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